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REPORT. 


To  the  Urban  District  Council  of 
Houghton-le-Spring. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  and 
acceptance  my  thirty-second  Annual  Deport  dealing  with  the 
health  and  sanitary  condition  of  the  district  for  the  year  1913. 

Appended  to  my  Deport  are  the  various  tables  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  numbered  respectively  I.,  II.,  III.  and 
IY.  In  order  that  the  text  of  my  Deport  may  be  more  readily 
understood  the  following  particulars  will  prove  of  great  assist- 
ance : — 

Table  I.  deals  with  the  vital  statistics  of  the  whole  district 
during  the  year  under  consideration  and  previous  years. 

Table  II.  gives  the  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  dur- 
ing the  year. 

Table  III.  gives  the  causes  of  and  ages  at  death  during  the 
year. 

Table  IY.  gives  the  infant  mortality  for  1913,  net  deaths 
from  stated  causes  at  various  ages  under  one  year  of  ag’e. 

By  referring  to  Table  I.  we  shall  find  that  170  deaths  have 
been  registered  during  the  year  in  the  district  itself — but  in 
estimating  the  mortality  it  is  necessary  to  carry  out  the  in- 
structions of  the  Local  Government  Board.  Of  the  transfer- 
able deaths  12  occurred  to  non-residents  and  16  to  residents 
not  registered  in  the  district,  so  that  after  making  the  neces- 
sary corrections  the  total  number  of  deaths  upon  which  our 
mortality  must  be  based  becomes  increased  to  174. 

Death-rate. — By  taking  the  population  at  the  middle  of  the 
year  as  required  by  the  Local  Government  Board  at  10,099, 
this  is  equivalent  to  a death-rate  of  17  1 per  1,000  per  annum 
and  an  infant  mortality  of  28’7  per  cent.  The  infant  mortality 
rate  per  1,000  registered  births  is  146U, 
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Births. — Tlie  births  for  the  year  number  341;  171  males 
and  170  females,  representing  a birth-rate  of  33'7  per  1,000 
per  annum  and  a gain  to  the  population  of  167. 

The  following  table  gives  the  births,  male  and  female, 
including  birth-rate  for  the  last  four  years. 


Year. 

Births. 

Males. 

Females. 

Rate 

Increase. 

1910 

299 

147 

152 

29-1 

116 

1911 

328 

166 

162 

33-6 

152 

1912 

343 

196 

147 

34-6 

197 

1913 

341 

171 

170 

33-7 

167 

The  subjoined  table  gives  the  death-rate  per  1,000  from  the 
principal  zymotic  diseases  during  the  past  three  years:  — 


No. 

Diseases. 

1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

1 

Small-Pox 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

•1 

0 

•09 

3 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup 

0 

"5 

T 

4 

Typhoid  Fever  and  Continued  Fever 

•4 

T 

T 

5 

Measles  ... 

•4 

•1 

•3 

6 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

•3 

0 

7 

Diarrhoea,  Dysentery  and  Enteritis 

2 05 

T 

2T 

8 

Phthisis... 

1-02 

•5 

•5 

9 

Acute  Diseases  of  the  Lungs 

2-3 

2-01 

3 06 

10 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  ... 

•2 

T 

■09 

New  Cases  of  Sickness. — The  Infectious  Diseases  Notifica- 
tion Act  was  adopted  by  your  Council  on  February  1st,  1890. 
The  premises  and  out-offices  are  inspected  as  early  as  possible 
after  receiving  the  Notification  Form,  usually  on  the  same  day, 
and  instructions  given  as  to  isolation  and  disinfection,  but  as 
can  be  readily  understood  isolation  in  the  majority  of  cases  is 
a physical  impossibility.  We  are  a mining  population  with  a 
relatively  high  birth-rate  and  our  houses  are  chiefly  of  the 
cottage  property  class,  so  that  the  resources  of  the  family  are 
often  severely  taxed  in  order  to  provide  sleeping  accommodation 
for  the  children  with  a proper  regard  for  the  separation  of  the 
sexes.  Our  Isolation  Hospital  is  supported  out  of  the  rates  and 
no  charge  is  made  for  maintenace  or  treatment.  It  is  the 
proper  place  for  the  isolation  and  treatment  of  infectious  cases 
and  your  Council  should  secure  the  hearty  co-operation  and 
support  of  the  community  at  large  by  their  availing  themselves 
of  the  provision  you  have  made  for  the  treatment  of  such  cases. 
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I am  so  thoroughly  satisfied  that  the  Notification  Act  should 
he  amended  in  such  a way  as  to  make  it  compulsory  on  the 
part  of  the  Medical  Attendant  to  inform  the  parents  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  illness  and  its  infectious  character,  and  to  advise 
as  to  the  exclusion  of  children  from  school  pending  the  arrival 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  that  I feel  bound  to  repeat 
here  wliat  I said  in  my  last  year’s  Report:  “As  I have  re- 
peatedly remarked,  gentlemen,  in  my  Reports,  it  is  much  to  be 
regretted  that  the  Notification  Act  does  not  make  it  compulsory 
on  the  part  of  the  Medical  Attendant  to  inform  the  parents  of 
the  nature  of  the  disease  and  its  infectious  character,  and  to 
advise  as  to  the  exclusion  of  children  from  school  when  neces- 
sary, in  the  interest  of  the  public  health.  The  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  cannot  possibly  give  such  instructions  until  he 
receives  the  Notification  Form.  Unfortunately,  there  is  fre- 
quently considerable  delay  between  the  recognition  of  the 
disease  and  the  receipt  of  the  form  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  so  that  much  harm  may  be  done  in  the  interval.  I am 
often  surprised  on  my  rounds  of  inspection  to  find  children 
from  infected  houses  attending  school,  and  to  be  told  that  the 
doctor  neither  mentioned  the  nature  of  the  disease  nor  advised 
keeping  the  children  from  school.  Such  advice  on  the  part 
of  the  Medical  Attendant  is  so  obvious  and  necessary  that  it 
should  be  made  part  of  his  duty  under  the  Act.  Only  the  other 
day  on  investigating  a case  of  diphtheria  I found  that  the  pati- 
ent and  her  sister  were  sleeping  in  the  same  bed.  They  assured 
me  that  they  did  not  know  that  the  illness  was  one  of  diphth- 
eria or  that  it  was  of  an  infectious  nature  as  the  doctor  never 
told  them. 

Disinfectants. — These  are  supplied  free  of  charge  and  your 
Inspector  himself  frequently  superintends  their  use. 

The  contaminated  articles,  including  the  rooms,  fittings, 
etc.,  are  sprayed  with  a solution  of  formalin  and  fumigated 
with  sulphur  and  formic  aldehyde  vapour. 

Disinfecting  Apparatus. — After  making  an  inspection  of  the 
various  disinfectors  in  use  in  the  neighbourhood,  your  Council 
has  decided  to  erect  a “ Reck  ” machine  at  the  hospital  of 
sufficient  size  to  admit  mattresses,  bedding,  etc.  The  agent 
used  in  this  type  of  disinfector  is  current  steam  at  a tempera- 
ture of  220°  F.  Your  Surveyor  is  instructed  to  proceed  with 
the  work  at  once.  This  is  very  necessary  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  no  unnecessary  delay  will  take  place  in  having  everything 
in  working  order,  for  as  you  know,  gentlemen,  we  have  been 
seriously  inconvenienced  in  dealing  with  infectious  cases  by 
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not  being  able  to  disinfect  tbe  bed  and  bedding  in  anything 
like  a satisfactory  manner,  and  this  is  a matter  of  first  import- 
ance. 

Infectious  Sickness. — 183  cases  in  all  have  been  notified 
during  the  year,  viz.: — Diphtheria  21,  Erysipelas  19,  Scarlet 
Fever  90,  Typhoid  Fever  3,  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  36,  other 
forms  of  Tuberculosis  15  ; total  183.  As  compared  with  138 
for  the  previous  year,  viz.  : Diptheria  10,  Erysipelas  15, 
Scarlet  Fever  95,  Typhoid  Fever  4,  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
14;  total  138. 


Diphtheria. — May,  June  and  July  were  the  only  months 
during  the  year  in  which  cases  of  diphtheria  were  not  notified. 
From  the  10th  to  the  18th  April  live  cases  occurred  in  one 
family.  In  the  first  case  the  infection  was  evidently  contracted 
from  home.  The  child  was  taken  to  the  seaside  for  a day’s 
outing  and  next  day  it  was  found  to  be  suffering  from  the 
disease. 

The  other  children  slept  in  the  same  bedroom,  if  not  in  the 
same  bed,  so  that  their  illness,  in  all  human  probability,  was 
due  to  direct  infection.  It  is  a remarkable  fact  that  another 
member  of  the  same  family  contracted  the  same  disease  in  a 
similar  manner  some  two  years  ago.  The  boy  had  been  from 
home  for  a few  days’  holiday,  and  the  day  after  his  return 
home  he  developed  diphtheria.  The  cases  were  at  once  removed 
to  the  hospital  and  the  premises  were  stoved  and  sprayed  in 
the  usual  way.  In  another  case,  that  of  a boy  scout,  he  re- 
turned from  camp  feeling  chilled  and  out  of  sorts,  and  next 
morning  he  was  found  to  be  suffering  from  diphtheria. 

Although  one  of  the  so-called  filth  diseases,  the  infection 
in  the  majority  of  cases  is  impossible  to  trace.  The  cases  were 
carefully  investigated,  but  my  rounds  of  inspection  failed  to 
throw  light  on  the  source  of  infection.  I am  quite  of  opinion 
that  the  epidemic  of  scarlet  fever  contributed  to  the  spread  of 
the  disease  by  rendering  the  throat  peculiarly  susceptable  to 
diphtheritic  infection.  As  you  are  aware,  gentlemen,  the 
diptheria  antitoxic  serum  is  provided  through  your  Medical 
Officer  free  of  charge  to  persons  who  are  unable  to  provide  it 
for  themselves.  In  all  cases  treated  in  the  hospital  the  serum 
is  used  and  with  the  best  results.  In  my  previous  Reports,  I 
have  gone  so  fully  into  the  consideration  of  the  insanitary 
conditions  usually  associated  with  diptheria  that  I do  not 
consider  it  necessary  to  go  over  the  same  ground  again. 
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Scarlet  Fever. — Scarlet  fever  lias  been  present  in  the  dis- 
trict more  or  less  during  the  whole  year,  but  it  was  not  until 
the  end  of  October  that  it  assumed  the  proportions  of  an  epi- 
demic. The  cases  were  more  or  less  of  the  school  age  and  were 
confined  to  no  particular  part  but  were  scattered  fairly  uni- 
formly over  the  district.  The  mildness  of  the  disease  is  chiefly 
responsible  for  the  epidemic.  A large  percentage  of  the  cases 
were  not  recognised  or  even  suspected  until  the  peeling  stage 
had  set  in,  by  which  time  of  course  the  infection  had  been 
carried  to  others.  The  eruption  when  present  was  transitory 
and  ill  defined  and  unless  detected  at  the  time  it  soon  passed 
away,  leaving  nothing  behind  to  indicate  the  nature  of  the 
illness.  In  some  cases  there  was  no  eruption  and  the  constitu- 
ting disturbance  was  so  slight  that  the  children  were  running 
about  and  mingling  with  other  children  in  the  usual  way.  It 
is  the  mild  cases  that  do  so  much  mischief.  In  these  cases  it 
is  impossible  to  make  the  parents  believe  that  precautionary 
measures  of  any  kind  are  necessary.  They  will  visit  each 
other’s  houses  and  permit  their  children  to  play  with  children 
coming  from  infected  homes  and  think  nothing  of  it.  The 
schools  in  the  district  were  all  thoroughly  cleaned  and  disin- 
fected by  your  Sanitary  Inspector  at  the  expense  of  the  Educa- 
tion Committee.  The  milk  was  in  no  way  responsible  for  the 
epidemic. 


Typhoid  Fever. — There  has  been  a very  decided  and 
gratifying  decrease  in  the  sickness  from  Typhoid  Fever  during 
the  past  year.  Only  three  cases  in  all  have  been  notified,  two 
of  which  had  a fatal  termination.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
that  about  the  same  time  that  the  three  cases  were  notified  in 
the  Urban  District  five  cases  were  notified  in  the  Rural  Dis- 
trict. They  were  all  of  a more  malignant  type  than  any  of 
the  cases  previously  notified  in  any  other  parts  of  the  district, 
and  were  characterised  by  jerky  incordination,  cyanosis  and 
low  muttering  delirium. 

The  substitution  of  up-to-date  ash-closets  for  the  open 
privy  ash-pits  is  a decided  improvement,  and  the  work  of 
remodelling  is  being  systematically  carried  out  all  over  the 
district.  The  only  safe  method  of  night-soil  disposal,  how- 
ever, is  the  water  carriage  system,  but  our  water  supply  is  too 
limited  and  precarious  to  justify  us  in  making  this  system 
general  throughout  the  district.  When  cases  are  treated  at 
home,  pails  are  provided,  but  notwithstanding  this  precaution, 
it  is  impossible  to  prevent  the  infection  from  finding  its  way 
into  the  out-offices,  and  thus  become  a source  of  danger  to  the 
neighbours  for  some  time  to  come. 
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Before  the  disease  is  recognised,  or  even  suspected,  the 
idea  of  disinfecting  the  discharges  of  the  patient  never  for  a 
moment  occurs  to  the  Attendant,  so  that  they  are  put  into  the 
receptacle  in  a highly  infective  and  dangerous  condition.  No 
such  danger,  of  course,  could  occur  under  the  Water  Carriage 
System. 


Cholera  and  Small-pox.— We  have  enjoyed  a complete 
immunity  from  these  diseases  for  a long  number  of  years. 


Erysipelas. — The  cases  were  all  of  the  usual  type,  and  my 
rounds  of  inspection  revealed  no  apparent  sanitary  defects. 
Two  of  the  cases  were  of  traumatic  origin.  II  were  males  and 
9 females. 


Chicken-pox. — Chicken-pox  is  now  no  longer  notifiable 
with  us,  so  that  it  is  impossible  to  estimate  the  number  of 
cases  that  have  occurred  during  the  year.  Those  that  came 
under  my  observation  were  of  the  ordinary  type,  and  the 
diagnosis  was  never  once  in  question. 


Measles. — Measles  was  rather  prevalent  in  the  district  in 
the  month  of  March  and  during  the  second  quarter  of  the  year. 
It  is  very  much  the  custom  to  look  upon  measles  as  a harmless 
affection.  This  mistaken  idea  is  calculated  to  do  much  harm, 
and  leads  to  serious  and  regrettable  consequences,  so  that  as  a 
warning  to  all  whom  it  may  concern  I cannot  do  better  than  re- 
peat what  I said  in  my  last  year’s  Report : — Measles,  although 
commonly  looked  upon  as  almost  a harmless  disease,  may, 
where  proper  precautions  are  not  taken,  have  very  serious 
consequences,  as  there  is  no  disease  more  liable  to  take  on  chest 
complications,  often  resulting  either  in  death  or  in  predisposi- 
tion to  serious  pulmonary  and  ear  affections  in  later  life.  It 
is,  therefore,  of  all  importance  that  in  every  case,  however 
mild,  the  patient  should  be  kept  warm  in  bed  and  have  medical 
attendance.  Although  there  is  undoubtedly  a great  waste  of 
child  life  from  untreated  and  neglected  measles,  the  fact  is  not 
always  clearly  brought  out  by  statistics,  as  a child  may  have 
measles  to-day  and  die  a few  days  later  from  broncho- 
pneumonia, a common  complication  of  the  disease,  and  its 
death  be  certified  as  due  to  that  disease,  without  any  reference 
being  made  to  the  attack  of  measles. 

Mumps. — Very  few  cases  of  mumps  have  come  under  my 
observation  during  the  past  year. 
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Whooping  Cough. — A few  cases  of  whooping  cough  were 
met  with  during  the  year,  hut  none  of  the  cases  had  a fatal 
termination,  as  a perusal  of  Table  3 will  show. 


Diarrhoea,  Enteritis,  etc.,  were  very  prevalent  in  the  district 
during  the  year.  They  are  caused  chiefly  by  climatic  condi- 
tions and  improper  feeding  and  clothing.  Notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  at  the  registration  of  the  births  the  Registrar 
supplies  the  parents  with  a printed  circular  giving  full  instruc- 
tions as  to  how  a child  should  he  fed  and  clothed  and  generally 
taken  care  of,  there  is  still  a lamentable  amount  of  ignorance 
on  the  part  of  many  of  the  mothers  as  to  the  kind  of  food  on 
which  infants  and  children  of  tender  years  should  he  fed.  It 
is  no  uncommon  thing  to  find  mothers  feeding  their  infants  in 
arms  on  the  ordinary  food  of  the  family.  They  imagine  that 
what  a child  can  take  with  apparent  relish  cannot  possibly  have 
a hurtful  effect  upon  its  health.  The  mother’s  milk  is  the 
proper  food  for  infants  under  six  months,  and  whenever 
possible,  they  should  be  fed  on  the  breast  alone  for  that  period. 


Flies. — We  must  not  overlook  the  fact  that  flies  are  great 
carriers  of  infection,  and  I have  no  doubt  they  have  largely 
contributed  to  our  high  infant  mortality  from  the  above  dis- 
eases. All  house  refuse  and  stable  manure,  which  are  their 
great  breeding  beds,  should  not  be  allowed  to  accumulate,  but 
should  be  removed  at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  During 
the  past  summer,  including  the  months  of  September  and 
October,  there  was  a perfect  plague  of  flies  in  the  district.  So 
great  was  the  pest,  that  it  was  almost  impossible  to  prevent  the 
flies  from  getting  to  the  milk  and  other  food  stuffs.  Condensed 
milk  is  largely  used  in  the  district,  and,  as  is  well  known, 
when  once  a tin  is  opened,  the  flies  eagerly  attack  the  milk, 
with  the  result  that  it  becomes  contaminated  with  filth  and 
micro-organisms,  sometimes  of  a specific  character. 


A cheap  and  efficient  method  of  protecting  the  milk,  and 
other  fo-od  stuffs  is  to  place  a square  of  common  cheese  cloth 
weighted  in  the  corners  over  the  vessels  in  which  they  are 
contained.  The  subject  of  infant  feeding  is  a matter  of  great 
national  importance,  and  every  means  should  be  taken  to 
enlighten  the  young  and  inexperienced  mothers  who  do  not 
mean  to  be  unkind  to  their  helpless  offspring  but  who,  from 
want  of  knowledge  lamentably  fail  in  their  maternal  duties. 
Thousands  of  potentially  useful  lives  are  sacrificed  yearly 
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through  gross  ignorance.  The  Notification  of  Births  Act  has 
been  adopted  by  the  County  Council,  and  the  Lady  Visitor 
whom  they  have  appointed  is  doing'  good  work  in  the  district. 
She  is  active  and  energetic  and  shows  great  tact  and  judgment 
in  her  intercourse  with  the  persons  with  whom  her  duties  bring 
her  into  contact.  It  is  to  he  hoped  that  the  zeal  and  enterprize 
she  displays  in  the  discharge  of  her  difficult  and  somewhat 
delicate  duties  will  in  due  course  tend  to  a substantial  and 
gwatifying  decrease  in  our  infant  mortality. 


Pneumonia  and  other  Chest  Affections .- — The  prevailing 
north-east  winds  in  the  winter  and  early  spring,  and  the 
nature  of  the  staple  industry  of  the  district  in  which  large 
numbers  of  men  are  employed  in  the  night  shift,  and  the 
practice  of  taking  infants  and  young  children  out  of  doors 
regardless  of  weather  conditions  all  contribute  to  our  somewhat 
high  mortality  from  chest  affections. 


The  Public  Health  ( Tuber  cidosis)  Regulations , 1908,  and 
the  Public  Health  (Tubercidosis  in  Hospitals)  Regulations, 
1911. — The  Public  Health  Tuberculosis  Regulations,  1911,  are 
now  consolidated  by  a New  Order  issued  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  and  which  came  into  operation  on  February  1st, 
1913.  The  New  Regulations,  1912,  apply  to  non-pulmonary 
as  well  as  to  pulmonary  tuberculosis  so  that  all  forms  of  tuber- 
culosis must  now  be  notified. 


The  cases  were  investigated  in  the  usual  way,  and  proper 
instructions  were  given  as  to  ventilation,  isolation  and  the 
disposal  of  the  sputum.  In  all  cases  Sanatorium  treatment  is 
recommended.  If  any  real  and  lasting  benefit,  however,  is  to 
be  derived  from  Sanatorium  treatment,  the  cases  must  he  sent 
off  in  the  early  stage  of  the  disease.  When  the  disease  is 
advanced  the  patient  is  doomed  to  disappointment  as  no  real 
good  is  ever  effected.  He  may  return  home  looking  and  feeling 
better  for  the  rest  and  good  food,  and  the  wonderful  hope 
inspired  by  the  new  treatment,  hut  sooner  or  later  the  patient 
loses  ground  and  ultimately  succumbs  to  the  disease.  Of 
course,  while  in  the  Sanatorium,  he  is  well  disciplined  and  is 
taught  much  which  it  is  well  for  him  to  know,  and  there  is  no 
fear  of  him  infecting  others,  so  that  in  this  way  Sanatorium 
treatment  serves  a good  purpose  although  it  fails  to  he  of 
much  benefit  to  the  patient  himself. 
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47  cases  were  notified  under  Form  A,  4 under  Form  B,  3 
under  Form  C,  one  of  which  had  been  previously  notified  in 
the  previous  year,  and  5 under  Form  D. 


Of  the  47  cases  under  Form  A and  4 cases  under  Form  B, 
there  were  26  males  and  25  females.  The  following  table  gives 
their  ages  male  and  female  : — 


Ages. 

l 

.-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-35 

35-45 

45-55 

55-65 

Total. 

Males. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

1 

2 

5 

o 

5 

1 

— 

— 

16 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  ... 

— 

4 

2 

2 

1 

— 

1 

10 

Females. 

I Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

6 

7 

3 

1 

3 

— 

20 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  ... 

— 

3 

— 

— ■ 

1 

1 

5 

i 

1 

6 

16 

11 

9 

2 

4 

2 

51 

In  21  of  the  cases  there  was  a distinct  family  history  of 
Tuberculosis.  Six  of  the  cases  had  a fatal  termination. 

Influenza. — Influenza  was  rather  prevalent  during  the 
winter  and  early  spring.  The  cases  were  usually  associated 
with  headache,  chest  complications  and  great  prostration.  The 
type  of  the  disease  was  more  severe  this  year  than  it  has  been 
for  some  years  back. 

Ringworm. — Several  cases  of  ringworm  have  come  under 
my  observation  during  the  vear.  Such  cases,  of  course,  are 
rigidly  excluded  from  school  when  detected. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — We  have  a conjoint  small-pox 
hospital  for  the  use  of  the  whole  Union.  Fortunately  we  have 
been  free  from  the  disease  foi?  a long  number  of  years. 

Our  Isolation  Hospital  for  other  infectious  diseases  is  built 
of  stone  and  consists  of  four  wards  in  addition  to  the  adminis- 
trative block  with  accommodation  for  eleven  beds.  Your 
Surveyor  is  instructed  to  prepare  plans  and  specifications  for 
the  erection  of  two  nurses’  sitting  bedrooms  and  for  the 
installation  of  the  electric  light  and  the  telephone.  The 
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nurses’  sitting  bedrooms  are  greatly  needed  and  will  enable  us 
to  cut  oft  all  communication  between  the  wards  when  more  than 
one  disease  is  under  treatment  at  the  same  time.  He  is  also 
instructed  to  prepare  a plan  of  a building  to  accommodate  the 
Reck  disinfecting  machine  which  you  have  decided  to  purchase. 


Milk . — A portion  of  our  milk  supply  is  derived  from  outside 
the  district.  As  regards  quality  and  quantity  -our  milk  may  be 
considered  satisfactory.  Samples  are  taken  from  time  to  time 
by  representatives  of  the  County  Council  and  so  far  as  I know 
with  satisfactory  results. 


Meat. — Our  meat  as  a rule  is  home  fed,  and  is  usually  of 
good  quality. 


Slaughtering. — I regret,  gentlemen,  that  slaughtering  is 
still  carried  out  in  some  of  the  shops.  This  is  most  objection- 
able, and  has  a demoralizing  effect  and  should  not  be  allowed. 
There  are  ten  registered  slaughter  houses  in  the  district,  and 
the  butchers  afford  your  Inspector  every  facility  for  examining 
the  premises  which  as  a rule  are  clean  and  well  kept.  The 
offal  is  removed  daily  to  a suitable  place.  Only  in  one  instance 
was  this  neglected,  but  was  at  once  attended  to  at  the  request 
of  your  Inspector. 


Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — These  are  regularly  and  systematic- 
ally inspected  by  your  Inspector,  also  by  your  Medical  Officer 
when  occasion  arises.  The  premises  appear  to  be  clean  and  well 
kept  and  the  lighting  and  ventilation  and  air  space  are  well  in 
accordance  with  your  bye-laws.  The  byres  are  lime  washed 
four  times  a year  at  regular  intervals  and  are  registered  under 
the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk  Shops  Act,  1884.  The  cows 
are  of  fair  average  class  and  no  infectious  or  other  sickness  lias 
been  reported  during  the  year.  You  have  no  other  inspector 
in  this  connection  than  your  Medical  Officer  and  Sanitary 
Inspector. 


Housing  and,  Town  Planning , etc.,  Act,  1909. — The  mode  of 
procedure  is  for  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Inspector  to 
make  inspection  of  as  many  houses  as  circumstances  permit 
month  to  month. 
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Tlie  recommendations  for  improvements  as  may  be  necessary 
are  reported  to  the  Council  and  instructions  are  obtained  as 
to  tlie  manner  in  which  notices  shall  be  served. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

rr 

i 

Number 

of 

houses 

inspected. 

Number 

of 

houses 
unfit  for 
habita- 
tion. 

Number 

of 

represen- 
tations 
made  with 
a view  to 
closing 
order. 

Number 

of 

closing 

orders 

made. 

Number 

of 

houses 

repaired 

without 

closing 

orders. 

Number 

of 

closed 
houses 
put  into 
lit  state. 

General  character 
of  defect 
found  to  exist. 

177 

6 

6 

6 

148 

1 

0 

Open  ashpit  privies. 

Defectively  paved 
yards. 

Damp  brick  floors. 

Defectively  lighted 
o r ventilated 

attics. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — There  are  three  common  lodging 
houses  in  the  district,  one  each  at  High  Hill  Side,  Grey  Horse 
Lane  and  Gas  House  Lane.  The  houses  are  orderly  and  well 
kept,  and  afford  ample  accommodation  for  the  requirements 
of  the  district.  Yo  over  crowding  has  been  complained  of 
during  the  past  year.  In  addition  to  the  ordinary  systematic 
inspection  of  the  premises  by  your  Inspector  surprise  visits 
are  made  from  time  to  time  and  on  each  occasion  with  satis- 
factory results. 

Spouting. — Considerable  improvement  in  the  spouting  is 
being  made  generally  throughout  the  district  in  conjunction 
with  the  work  carried  out  under  the  Housing  and  Town  Plan- 
ning, Etc.  Act. 

House  Scavenging . — Your  Council  have  taken  over  two 
more  districts  to  be  scavenged  by  direct  labour.  Tip  to  the 
present  this  arrangement  has  not  proved  as  successful  as  with 
tlie  two  districts  previously  taken  over.  This  was  owing  to 
the  inadequate  amount  of  team  labour  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Council  and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  hired  team  labour  for 
this  class  of  work.  As  many  complaints  w7ere  made  of  neglected 
scavenging,  your  Council  decided  to  increase  the  amount 
paid  for  hired  team  labour  from  8s.  to  9s  per  day.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  this  will  have  the  desired  effect  of  enabling 
the  Council’s  staff  to  cope  successfully  with  the  extra  work 
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required  for  tlie  two  additional  districts.  If  not  it  would  be 
more  satisfactory  if  your  Council  were  to  have  a sufficient 
number  of  horses  and  carts  and  do  all  the  scavenging  in  the 
districts  so  as  to  be  independent  of  hired  team  labour  over 
which  your  Inspector  has  little  or  no  control.  This  is  a 
matter,  gentlemen,  for  your  serious  consideration,  as  regular 
and  systematic  scavenging  is  of  the  first  importance. 

Tips.- — At  the  present,  one  tip  only  is  used  for  the  disposal 
of  the  house  refuse  by  your  Council.  This  is  a ravine  at  a 
considerable  distance  over  200  yards  from  any  dwelling.  The 
twTo  Contractors  deposit  the  refuse  on  the  land  for  dressing 
purposes. 

Houghton  Burn. — In  the  summer  months,  and  after  per- 
iods of  protracted  drought  the  burn  becomes  very  offensive. 

Offensive  Trades. — There  are  now  ten  fish  friers  in  the 
district.  One  business  has  been  given  up  and  the  premises 
converted  into  a Penny  Bazaar.  Two  additional  licences  have 
been  granted  during  the  year.  The  persons  engaged  in  this 
kind  of  business  comply  generally  with  the  requirements  as 
set  out  in  the  Model  Bve-laws  appertaining  to  such  trades. 

The  only  other  offensive  trade  in  the  district — tallow 
chandler,  is  carried  on  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

Ash-pits  and  Privies,  etc. — The  number  of  ash-pits,  privies, 
etc.,  in  the  district  is  as  follows:  Water-closets  441,  ash- 
closets  949,  ash-pit  privies  527.  Substantial  progress  has  been 
made  in  reducing  the  number  of  ash-pit  privies.  No  less  than 
262  have  been  converted  into  ash-closets  and  water-closets 
during  the  year. 

Housing  Improvements. — Robinson  Street  (19  houses). — - 
These  houses  have  been  repaired,  floors  and  yards  cemented, 
and  ash-closets  provided  in  place  of  open  privy  ash-pits. 

Bruce’s  Buildings,  Robinson  Street  (9  tenements). — Con- 
siderable improvements  have  been  made  to  this  block  of 
property,  viz.: — New  ash-closets  and  coal-houses  have  been 
provided  for  each  of  the  nine  tenements.  Properly  ventilated 
pantries  and  water  supply  with  scullery  sink  and  waste  to  each 
tenement.  Large  double  hung  sash  windows  in  place  of  small 
sliding  lights;  new  spouting  and  down  comers  together  with 
general  repairs  which  have  put  the  premises  into  a thorough 
sanitary  condition. 
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104  Newbottle  Street  ( 5 tenements ) . — Similar  provision  has 
been  made  for  these  houses. 

jy Arcy  Street  (32  houses). — These  houses  have  been 
thoroughly  overhauled  and  repaired,  floors  and  yards  cemented 
and  ash-closets  provided  in  place  of  open  privy  ash-pits. 

Quarry  Row  (o  houses). — These  houses  are  being  over- 
hauled and  repaired  and  ash-closets  substituted  for  open  privy 
ash-pits. 

George  Street. — Notices  to  convert  privy  asli-pits  into  ash- 
closets  and  relay  the  yards  with  impervious  material  have  been 
served  in  respect  of  15  houses  belonging  to  various  owners, 
and  a commencement  of  the  work  has  been  made. 

19  William  Street,  Neiv  Town. — This  house  wras  in  a very 
dilapidated  condition  and  in  danger  of  the  roof  falling  in.  It 
has  now  been  provided  with  a new  slate  roof  and  put  into  a 
habitable  condition. 

37,  38  and  39  Market  Place. — These  old  cottages  have  been 
demolished  and  three  new  houses  are  being  erected  on  the  same 
site. 

The  following  improvements  have  been  carried  out  by  the 
Lambton  and  Hetton  Collieries,  Ltd.,  Bowlby  Street,  50  houses, 
Thirty  houses  on  the  north  side  of  the  street  have  been  over- 
hauled and  repaired.  Yards  and  floors  cemented  and  a 
water-closet  provided  to  each  house.  This  is  a very  necessary 
improvement  as  the  open  privy  ash-pits  were  only  8 feet  from 
the  kitchen  windows,  and  in  the  summer  months  were  very 
offensive.  201  houses  on  the  south  side  of  flie  street  have  been 
provided  with  ash-closets  in  place  of  privy  ash-pits  and  the 
yards  are  being  relaid  and  general  repairs  are  being  carried 
out. 


Corving  Row  and  Redburn  Row,  Chilton  Moor  ( 20  houses ) . 
— Considerable  improvements  have  been  made  to  these  houses, 
such  as  cementing  the  yards  and  floors  and  providing  proper 
staircases  and  dormer  windows  to  the  attics  together  with 
general  repairs. 

Long  Row,  Chilton  Moor  (9  houses).— These  houses  are 
beii^g  overhauled  and  repaired,  yards  and  floors  cemented  and 
efficient  light  and  ventilation  provided  to  the  sleeping  rooms 
by  means  of  larger  windows. 
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There  are  still  a number  of  houses  in  the  district  with 
insanitary  open  privy  ash-pits  which  are  only  a few  feet  from 
the  kitchen  windows.  This  is  particularly  the  case  at  Low  Hill 
Side.  Owing  to  the  back  yards  being  (>  feet  or  more  below  the 
level  of  the  back  street  it  is  impossible  to  convert  the  privies 
into  ash-closets  and  water-closets  are  out  of  the  question  until 
a new  sewer  is  laid  as  the  present  one  is  quite  inadequate  for 
the  purpose. 

Private  Streets. — I understand  your  Surveyor  is  instructed 
to  prepare  plans  and  specification  for  the  making  up  of  a num- 
ber of  our  private  streets.  This  work  should  be  seriously  taken 
in  hand  at  once,  as  they  are  in  a very  unsatisfactory  condition. 
Seventeen  new  houses  have  been  erected  during  the  year 
making  forty-seven  in  all  since  the  last  census,  but  as  nine- 
teen were  closed  or  demolished  that  leaves  a gain  of  onlv 
twenty-eight. 

Street  Tree  Planting . — It  is  a matter  for  regret  that  the 
attempt  to  brighten  our  streets  by  tree  planting  has  been  seri- 
ously interfered  with  by  some  maliciously  disposed  persons.  I 
should  advise  your  Council  to  instruct  the  police  to  keep  a 
close  watch  over  our  trees  and  to  continue  the  otfer  of  a reward 
to  any  person  or  persons  giving  information  leading  to  the 
conviction  of  any  one  caught  damaging  the  same.  Three  trees 
in  front  of  the  Church,  three  in  Edwin  Street,  one  in  Ironside 
Street  and  one  in  Outram  Street,  were  ruthlessly  destroyed 
during  the  month  of  February.  New  trees  have,  however, 
been  planted,  and  despite  ill  treatment  they  seem  to  be  thriv- 

ino> 

Street  Improvements  .—-Rectory  Wall. — The  setting  back  of 
the  Rectory  Wall  has  added  upwards  of  20  feet  to  the  highway 
for  vehicular  traffic  and  may  be  regarded  as  a very  desirable 
improvement. 

In  the  event  of  any  scheme  being  entertained  for  alteration 
to  the  opposite  corner  now  used  as  a Tramway  Parcel  Office, 
it  will  be  w7ell  to  consider  the  question  of  arranging  that  the 
site  be  rounded  off,  as  the  right  angled  condition  of  the  build- 
ing as  at  present  constitutes  a dangerous  obstruction  to  all 
classes  of  traffic. 

Highivays  and  Footways. — The  usual  quantities  of  different- 
kinds  of  road  metal  have  been  laid  and  steam  rolled  through- 
out the  district  during  the  year,  and  the  following  roads  have 
been  coated  with  tarred  ironstone  slag: — Newbottle  Street, 
from  Hopper  Street  to  Pottery  Yard,  Front  Street  Colliery 
Row  to  the  junction  of  Chilton  Moor  Road.  Steel  slag  treated 
with  tar  has  been  laid  in  Sunderland  Street  adjoining  the  Post 
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Office,  and  steel  slag  water-bound  lias  been  laid  and  steam 
rolled  on  the  Hetton  Road,  Newcastle  Road,  and  at  Quarry 
Row. 

The  ash  footpaths  by  the  burnside,  etc.,  have  been  coated 
and  the  tram  tracks  generally  throughout  the  district  have 
had  attention. 

Sewers. — The  condition  of  the  sewers  where  affected  by  col- 
liery workings  is  much  the  same  as  reported  last  year.  Heavy 
rain  storms  caused  damage  and  many  obstructions  have  been 
removed  from  the  sewers  at  Low  Hill  Side,  Chilton  Moor, 
Bowlby  Street,  Back  and  Front  Sunderland  Streets  and 
Station  Road. 

An  improvement  has  been  made  with  the  collecting  of 
sewers  to  manholes  at  Elm  Place,  Market  Place,  and  the  usual 
attention  has  been  given  to  flushing  and  disinfecting  gener- 
ally. 


W ater  Supply. — The  total  consumption  of  water  for  all 
purposes  during  the  past  year  has  been  60,329,000  gallons,  of 
which  the  Houghton  Colliery  supplied  51,906,000  gallons  and 
the  Sunderland  and  South  Shields  Water  Company  8,423,000 
gallons  being  a total  daily  average  of  165,285  gallons. 

The  consumption  as  registered  by  meter  for  trade  purposes 
totals  6,282,000  gallons  or  a daily  average  of  17-787  gallons, 
and  the  balance  of  54,057,000  gallons  being  an  average  of 
148,074  gallons  per  day  has  been  for  general  consumption 
including  street  and  sewer  purposes,  etc.,  or  a daily  average 
of  15T7  gallons  per  head  of  the  population  taken  as  9,753  and 
not  including  two  portions  of  the  Rural  District  supplied  on  a 
basis  of  assessment  and  representing  nearly  200  persons. 

The  laying  of  a compound  main  from  the  reservoirs  to 
supply  the  site  proposed  for  the  workmen’s  dwellings,  the 
hospital,  and  the  houses  and  farms  on  the  Hetton  Road  is 
nearing  completion,  it  being  understood  that  the  district  gen- 
erally will  be  supplied  at  an  increased  pressure  in  consequence. 

Numerous  burst  mains  have  been  repaired  and  consider- 
able inconvenience  experienced  at  Colliery  Row  by  reason  of 
dislocation  of  the  trunk  main  caused  by  land  subsidence. 

Public  Lighting. — New  Lamps. — Nine  new  lamps  in  all 
have  been  erected  during  the  year.  Two  on  the  footpath 
fron^  Vine  Place  to  the  Villa  Estate,  two  in  Gfilpin  Street, 
three  on  Burn  footpath,  one  in  North  Elizabeth  Street  and 
one  in  Wynyard  Street. 
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The  Gas  Contract  has  been  renewed  for  three  years  from 
September  of  last  year. 

Factories  and  W orkshops. — -These  were  inspected  in  the 
usual  way.  The  various  tables  giving  full  particulars  of  the 
work  done  and  the  insanitary  conditions  remedied  were  sent 
to  the  Local  Government  Board,  the  Home  Office  and  the 
County  Council  in  accordance  with  instructions. 

Two  complaints  were  made  regarding  the  insanitary  condi- 
tion of  an  ash-pit  privy,  and  a foul  closet.  Your  Inspector  at 
once  requested  the  owner  to  abate  the  nuisance  with  the  result 
that  the  ash-pit  privy  was  demolished  and  the  closet  thor- 
oughly cleaned  and  the  chamber  limewashed.  The  air  space, 
ventilation  and  drainage  were  all  in  accordance  with  the  Act. 
The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  boys  and  girls  exam- 
ined for  certificates  of  fitness  for  employment  in  factories  and 
workshops. 


Age.  Class  in  which  employ- 

Examined. 

Certifi 

ed. 

Rejected. 

nient  was  sought. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Under  14  years  of  age, 

intended  to  be  em- 
ployed half  time 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Between  13  and  14  years 

of  age,  intended  to  be 
employed  full  time  . . . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Between  14  and  18  years 

28 

39 

67 

28 

39 

57 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

28 

39 

67 

28 

39 

57 

0 

0 

0 

Fire  Appliances. — A hand  barrow  and  two  ladders  have 
been  added  to  your  fire  station  and  arrangements  have  been 
entered  into  with  the  Durham  and  Northumberland  Collieries 
Rescue  Fire  Brigade,  whose  premises  are  in  your  district,  to 
come  to  your  assistance  with  their  powerful  motor  engine 
should  occasion  arise. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act , 1890.  Part  3. — Plans 
and  specifications  have  been  completed  for  the  erection  of  the 
52  houses  mentioned  in  my  last  year's  Report  and  your  Sur- 
veyor is  instructed  to  push  on  the  work  as  quickly  as  possible. 

This  is  very  necessary,  gentlemen,  as  there  is  a great 
dearth  of  houses  in  the  district  and  our  enterprising  builders, 
although  willing  .to  build  for  customers  decline  to  build  on 
speculation. 
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Poliomyelitis  and  Cerebro -Spinal  Fever . — Tliese  diseases 
are  now  made  notifiable,  but  no  cases  have  occurred  in  the 
district  during  the  year. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — The  Local  Government  Board 
have  issued  an  order  which  comes  into  operation  in  April  of 
this  year  making  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  one  of  the  notifiable 
diseases.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  will  do  much  to  safeguard 
the  eyes  of  new-born  infants  and  to  prevent  the  disease  from 
spreading  to  other  members  of  the  family.  Hitherto  many 
infants  have  lost  their  sight  through  negligence  and  want  of 
knowledge  on  the  part  of  those  in  attendance  at  the  time  of 
birth,  of  the  nature  of  the  disease  and  the  terrible  conse- 
quences likely  to  occur  if  proper  precautions  are  not  taken. 

The  Lambton  fy  ITetton  Collieries,  Ltd. — The  Colliery 
Owners  are  the  great  employers  of  labour  and  the  most  extensive 
owners  of  cottage  property  in  the  district.  They  keep  a large 
permanent  staff  of  workmen  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  their 
houses  in  order.  I must  again  thank  Mr.  Palliser  for  a detailed 
list  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Company  during  the  year. 
I have  not  space  at  my  disposal  to  enter  into  particulars,  but 
the  work  done  is  alike  important  and  substantial,  and  reflects 
much  credit  upon  the  Company.  Their  representatives  are 
always  ready  and  willing  to  carry  out  the  requests  of  your 
Council  and  the  recommendations  of  your  officers. 

Sewage  Farm.— The  Sewage  Farm  is  much  in  the  same 
condition  as  it  was  last  year.  The  land  is  still  subsiding  owing 
to  the  colliery  workings  so  that  the  greatest  difficulty  is  experi- 
enced in  obtaining  anything  like  a possible  effluent.  The 
under  drainage  is  seriously  affected  and  the  tanks  are  so 
ruptured  as  to  be  practically  useless  during  the  greater  part 
of  the  year.  No  real  improvement  is  possible  until  the  land 
has  ceased  to  subside. 

Gentlemen,  you  are  much  indebted  to  your  able  and  cour- 
teous Chairman  for  the  keen  interest  he  takes  in  the  purifica- 
tion of  our  sewage  and  of  the  working  of  the  farm  and  I feel 
sure  your  Council  gratefully  appreciate  his  valuable  services. 

Death-rate. — I have  estimated  the  population  at  the  middle 
of  the  year  as  required  by  the  Local  Government  Board  at 
10,098.' 

If  you  compare  our  chief  vital  statistics  with  those  for  the 
Administrative  County  of  Durham  which  I have  just  received 
through  the  courtesy  of  Dr.  Hill  and  for  which  I offer  him  my 
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grateful  thanks,  you  will  find  that  the  comparison  in  many 
respects  is  in  favour  of  our  own  district.  Considering  the 
epidemic  of  scarlet  fever,  and  the  prevalence  of  gastro-enteritis 
during  the  year,  and  the  fact  that  we  are  a mining  population 
and  that  deaths  from  accidents  are  liable  to  occur  and  which  in 
no  way  reflect  upon  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  district  a 
death-rate  of  17' 1 although  above  that  for  the  County,  cannot 
be  considered  excessive.  On  the  other  hand  our  birth-rate  is 
much  above  the  average  for  the  County. 

I have  to  thank  your  able  Surveyor  and  your  energetic  and 
capable  Inspector  for  much  valuable  assistance  rendered 
during  the  year,  and  I take  this  opportunity  of  offering  them 
my  grateful  thanks. 

I must  remind  you,  gentlemen,  that  you  will  find  much 
in  my  Report  with  which  you  are  already  familiar.  This  is 
unavoidable  as  I must  keep  the  Local  Government  Board  and 
County  Council  acquainted  with  all  matters  of  importance 
brought  before  you  during  the  year,  and  my  Annual  Report 
is  the  chief  medium  through  which  they  are  thus  made 
acquainted  with  the  work  done  by  your  Council. 

Gentlemen,  let  me  again  thank  you  for  the  many  acts  of 
kindness  and  consideration  you  have  shown  to  me  personally 
and  for  your  ready  and  willing  co-operation  in  all  matters 
which  have  for  their  object  the  sanitary  improvement  of  the 
district,  and  the  general  well-being  of  the  people. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


D.  S.  PARK. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1913  and  previous  Years. 
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Houghton  Urban  Isolation  Hospital — -Within  district. 
Stanhope,  Wolsingham,  Birtley  and  Maiden  Law — All  without  district. 
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TABLE  III.  Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1913. 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  Ages  of  “ Residents'’ 
whether  occurring  within  or  without  the  District. 

Total 
Deaths 
whether  of 

Causes  of  Death. 

All 

Ages. 

Under  1 

year. 

1 and  under 

2 years. 

2 and  under 

5 years. 

5 and  under 

15  years. 

15  and  under 

25  yeai’s. 

25  and  under 

45  years. 

45  and  under 

65  years. 

65  and 

upwards. 

“Resi- 
dents ” or 
“Non-Resi- 
dents” in 
Institu- 
tions in  the 
District. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

r 7 

i 

8 

9 

10 

11 

, ,,  f Certified  ... 

All  causes  | Uncertified 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

Enteric  Fever 

2 

1 

1 

Small  Pox 

i • • 

Measles 

4 

2 

1 

... 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

i 

1 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

. , , 

• • • 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

9 

i 

1 

1 

Influenza 

2 

1 

1 

Erysipelas  ... 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Tuberculosis)  ... 

6 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  ... 

1 

1 

... 

• • . 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

... 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

11 

• • • 

1 

6 

4 

Rheumatic  Fever  ... 

2 

1 

1 

... 

Meningitis  ... 

. . . 

. . . 

. • • 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

20 

3 

1 

1 

1 

7 

7 

6 

Bronchitis  ... 

9 

1 

... 

4 

4 

2 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 
Other  diseases  of  Respir- 

21 

5 

9 

i 

1 

2 

3 

• •• 

... 

atory  Organs 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

. . • 

1 

, , , 

. . . 

• . • 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  ., 
Appendicitis  and  Typh- 

22 

15 

5 

i 

... 

. . . 

1 

... 

1 

litis 

. • • 

• • • 

. . . 

... 

. . . 

. . . 

. • • 

• • • 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

• • • 

. . . 

. . • 

... 

. . • 

. . . 

Alcoholism  ... 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Dis- 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

• • • 

... 

ease 

3' 

. . . 

. • • 

. . . 

• • . 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

Other  Accidents  and  Dis- 
eases of  Pregnancy  and 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

... 

* * * 

• « • 

• * * 

. . • 

* * * 

. . . 

Parturition 

Congenital  Debility  and 
Malformation,  includ- 

4 

2 

2 

• • • 

ing  Premature  Birth 
Violent  Deaths,  excluding 

11 

10 

1 

3 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Suicide  ... 

18 

6 

..  . 

1 

4 

3 

. • . 

1 

Suicide 

... 

• • • 

. • • 

. . . 

. . • 

... 

Other  Defined  Diseases 
Diseases  ill-defined  or  un- 

34 

6 

2 

1 

1 

... 

1 

8 

15 

9 

known  ... 

. . . 

« . . 

• • • 

• • • 

. • • 

. • • 

* • * 

i • • 

... 

• • • 

174 

50 

20 

8 

7 

9 

14 

33 

33 

21 

1 
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TABLE  IV. 


Cause  of  Death. 


A11  , f Certified 

All  causes  TT  ....  , 
f Uncertified 


{Small-pox 
Chicken-pox 
Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping-cough 
Diphtheria  and  Croup 
Erysipelas 

( Tuberculous  Meningitis 
< Abdominal  Tuberculosis 
I Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Meningitis  ( not  Tuberculous) 
Convulsions 
Laryngitis 
Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

( Diarrhoea 
\ Enteritis 
Gastritis 
Syphilis 
Rickets 

Suffocation,  overlying 
Injury  at  Birth 
Atelectasis  ... 

{Congenital  Malformations 
Premature  Birth 
Atrophy,  Debility  and 
Marasmus 
Other  causes 


CD 

CD 


G 


2 

6 


13 


Nett  Births  in  the  Year  of 


Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of 


CD 

(D 
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CM 


£ 

T* 

CO 
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2 
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CO 
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{legitimate  infants 

illegitimate  infants 
legitimate  infants 

illegitimate  infants 


3-6  Months. 

6-9  Months. 

9-12  Months 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

1 Year. 

... 

... 

... 

o 

i 

. . . 

i 

2 

i 

i 

2 

1 

i 

4 

* • • 

* • » 

1 

2 

i 

i 

5 

1 

i 

3 

5 

9 

3 

12 

... 

• • • 

2 

• • « 

• • • 

2 

... 

9 

1 

5 

... 

3 

10 

6 

7 

50 

324 

17 

47 

3 
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TABLE  Y. 

Administrative  County  of  Durham. 

Preliminary  Chief  Vital  Statistics  for  1913,  and  their  comparison  with 
1 912  and  1911,  and  the  average  of  the  five  years  1906-1910. 

Estimated  Population  (1913)  •••  •••  970,070 

„ „ (1912)  951,750 

„ „ (1911)  933,780 


| 

Mean 
Rate 
for  the 

5 Years 
1906-1910. 

Annual  Rates 
per  1,000 
Population. 

1911 

1912 

1913 

Birth-rate 

33*9 

3P7 

3P2 

30-6 

Death-rate 

15*8 

16*4 

13*7 

15-1 

Zymotic  Death-rate  ... 

1-9 

2*90 

1-39 

1*85 

Infant  mortality  rate(per  1,000  births) 

139 

159 

106 

137 

Small-pox 

Nil. 

Nil 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Scarlet  Fever 

0-07 

0-07 

o-io 

0*1 5 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup 

0*17 

0H6 

0-16 

0-19 

Fever  (Enteric  and  Continued) 

0-14 

007 

0-06 

0*06 

Measles 

0-32 

0-44 

0-52 

0*41 

Whooping  Cough 

0-31 

0-39 

0-27 

0-18 

Diarrhoea 

0*92 

1-65 

027 

! 0-85 

Phthisis 

0-92 

0-89 

0*91 

0*89 

Other  tubercular  diseases 

0-74 

0-61 

0-32 

0-53 

Acute  respiratory  .diseases  ... 

2-55 

2-41 

2-18 

2 ”53 

Shire  Hall,  Durham.  T.  Eustace  Hill, 

10th  January , 1914.  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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TABLE  VI. 


Summary  of  W ork  done  in  the  Inspector  of  'Nuisance’ s Department 
during  the  year  1913,  in  the  Urban  District  of  Houghton-le-Spring. 


I.  Public  Health  Acts. 

Number  of 
Informal 
written 
Notices  by 
Inspector. 

Number  of 
Formal 
Notices  by 
order  of 
Authority. 

Number  of 
Nuisances 
abated  after 
Notice. 

General  Remarks. 

Dwelling-houses  & Schools — 
Foul  Conditions 

5 

1 

6 

Structural  Defects 
Overcrowding  ... 

5 

7 

a a • 

2 

5 

6 

Lodging-houses 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

Cowsheds 

Bakehouses  ... 

Slaughter-houses 

i 

i 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

95 

*67 

153 

*Notices  to  convert  ash- 

Deposits  of  Refuse  & Manure 

14 

14 

pit  privies  into  ash 
closets  and  W.C.’s. 

Waterclosets 

17 

17 

Defective  Yard  Paving 

22 

43 

56 

House  drainage  — 

Defective  Traps 

3 

15 

18 

No  Disconnection  from 
Sewers 

Other  Faults 

101 

101 

Water  Supply 

105 

+21 

117 

fNotices  to  provide 

Pigsties 

1 

1 

water  supply  within 
the  premises. 

Animals  Improperly  Kept 

1 

. . a 

1 

Offensive  Trades 

... 

... 

Smoke  Nuisances  ... 

3 

3 

Other  Nuisances 

Notices  to  Van-dwellers  at 
the  “Feast  ” in  Market  PI. 

23 

23 

Defective  Roofs  & Spouting 

22 

30 

52 

Totals  

425 

179 

574 

SI.  Water,  Food,  and 
Drugs. 

Number. 

Samples  of  Water  taken  from  Analysis  — 
Samples  of  Water  condemned  as  un- 
fit for  use  ... 

Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food 
Convictions  for  exposing  or  selling 
Unwholesome  Food 
Samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  taken 
for  Analysis  ... 

Samples  of  Food  found  Adulterated 

IV. 


III.  Precautions  against 
Infectious  Disease. 

Number. 

Lots  of  Infectious  Bedding  stoved  or 
destroyed  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious 
Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Schools  disinfected  after  Infectious 
Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Prosecutions  for  exposure  of  infected 
persons  or  things  ...  ...  — 

Convictions  for  exposure  of  infected 
persons  or  things  ...  ...  — 

General. 


Number  of  New  Houses  erected  dur- 
ing the  year  ...  ...  ...  17 

Number  of  such  Houses  occupied 
during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  17 

Ashpit -privies  converted  into  Ash- 
closets  ...  ...  ...  ...213 

Ashpit-privies  converted  into  Water- 
closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

C.  M.  T. 


Ash-closets  converted  into  Water- 
closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Total  number  of  Water-closets  in 
District  ...  ...  ...  441 

Total  number  of  Ash-closets  in  Dis- 
trict ...  ...  ...  949 

Total  number  of  Ashpit-privies  in 
District  ...  ...  ...  527 

ALLPORT,  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


10th  January , 1914. 


